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administration to hopefully find solutions." 

There are five committees representing 
different aspects of campus life and services. 
The committees include the Health and Safety, 
Academic Affairs, Building and Technology, 
Keep TJC Beautiful, and Constitution and 
Bylaws. The committee chairs listen and take 
notes on what the students are saying and 
prepare a report to send to the administration to 
inform them what issues are on students' minds, 
Tyler said. 

"It doesn't do any good if we just sit around and 
complain about it, right,” Tyler said. 

All students are welcomed and encouraged to 
come be part of the meetings to let their voice be 
heard. | 

“Student Senate really just wants to serve the 
voice of the students, right. And so, whatever that 
topic may be, big or small, we want to help them 
out,” Tyler said.. The next committee meeting 
will be held in October. More information can 
be found about Student Senate and committee 
meetings on the Student Senate homepage on 
the TJC website. 


To-go cups. Wi-Fi 
connection. New testing 
center. 


These are just a few of the topics that 
were touched on at the first Student Senate 
Committee Meeting of the semester on Sept. 

19. at the Rogers Nursing and Health Science 
Building. 

Student Senate officers came together with 
students to hear about issues on campus. The 
Student Senate Committee Meetings are a 
monthly open forum where students can come 
in and sit with their peers to discuss what they 
think are the issues on campus. 

"This is a unique opportunity that we do once 
a month," said Lauren Tyler, director of Student 
Life. "We inbox certain administrators to come 
and students from, you know, representing all __.... 
kinds of different organizations. It's open to 
all students just to have an open conversation 
about things that are going on, and maybe give 
Student Senate an opportunity to take those to 


The Health and Safety Committee focused on 
getting feedback from students who attended. 
Some of the suggestions students provided 
included accessibility and mobility issues, and 
increasing food options. But the most voiced issue 
concerns the downsizing of to-go beverages cups 
at the cafeteria. 


functioning correctly and concerns about broken 
sidewalks. 

Another topic discussed was the amount of 
lighting surrounding the campus at night. 

Other topics brought up included increased 
food options on campus, additional mental health 
resources and additional crosswalks by residential 


areas. According to Meagan Gourlay, Student 
Senate public relations officer, the suggestions 
will be taken to the rest of the senate to discuss. 

¢ Accessibility and mobility issues 

« Nighttime lighting 

¢ Dining options 

¢ Mental health resources 


Seven students discussed grief about the size 
of drinks for to-go meals being reduced from 16 
ounces to a smaller size that was available from last 
year. Students also discussed not being allowed to 
bring personal bottles in the dining area. 

Several students voiced concern about TJC 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. Specifically, ADA push buttons doors not 


Photos by Antonio Vicente 
Top left: Student Senate Executive President Kara Wofford and student Jessica King discuss poster policies at the 
Constitution and By-laws table at the Student Senate Committee meeting Sept. 19 in the Rogers Nursing and Health 
Science Building. Top Right: A staff member talks with HSO vice president Gisele Martinez about the plans discussed at the 
Keep TJC Beautiful roundtable. Bottom: Student Senate Executive Secretary Timon Ovard led the discussion about Wi-Fi 
and structure at the Building and Technology Committee table. Director of Learning Commons Maggie Ruelle took notes as 
students discussed issues. 


The Keep TJC Beautiful Committee 
discussed bringing recycling back to campus 
with the students’ help. At the committee 
meeting this Tuesday, students raised the 
question of a recycling program. Student 
Senate member, Saquib Siddque, said the 
current plan is to assign one recycling trash 
can to each student organization. Each week, 
one member from each organization will 
be picked to collect the recycling from their 


assigned can. That member will then bring 
the recycling to the grounds supervisor where 
the recycling will be sorted and transported 
to the Tyler Recycling Collection. This plan 
will be based on'student initiative. Student 
organization members will be subject to 
receive community service hours for taking 
the recycling. Some students have suggested 
customizing each recycling can by the 
organization members. 


report. Regarding Wi-Fi, it was discussed, but no 
clear resolution was made. 

"I Lived in Crossroads last semester, and 
I would literally never do my homework in 
the dorm,” Alaya Russell, early childhood 
development major, said. 

"Put tickets in if you need a request for any 
building or Wi-Fi issues," Hatton said. 

TJC’s Master Plan was also discussed. 


The Building and Technology Committee's - 
prime concern is to be made aware of structural 
problems on campus. There were two major 
issues discussed in this meeting. Those issues 
were how to report structural problems on 
campus, and the Wi-Fi connection on campus. 
Director of Facilities and Construction, Larry 
Hatton, said to submit tickets through the TJC 
website if any student had an issue they'd like to 


Kara Wofford, the Student Senate freshman 
president, reviewed the by-laws concerning the 
Student Life posting guidelines. No significant 
changes were made, and no student or faculty 
member opposed the changes. 

«Addition of ‘student life board’ plaque being 
added to bulletin boards discussed. 
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still available to students for TSI testing. The 
new testing center, named Testing Center of 
Academic Exams, is in the library. Students can 
sign up to take online tests for online classes 
by appointment. There are a limited number of 
seats available. For more information, visit the 
Testing Services page on the TJC website. 

¢ Workshops and tutors for various subjects 


Addition of posting rule information or QR 
code containing rules at designated bulletin 
boards discussed. 

¢ Question of fairness concerning ~ 
Homecoming points system in relation to 
organization member count discussed, no 
changes made. 


“The Academic Affairs Committee promotes 
academic success by bringing ideas or 
addressing the academic resources such 
as tutoring workshops, or other academic 
issues or procedures here at TJC,” said John 
Huss, Academic Affairs Student Senate 
parliamentarian, as he opened the floor to 
students and staff to voice their comments and 


concerns at the committee meeting. These are are available to students through the Learning These reporters contributed: Baleigh Davis 
some items addressed during the meeting. Commons. Find them on Instagram Cash Dwyer Al Davila 
«There are now two testing centers. The @tjclearningcommons. Marissa Krnavek Halee Hasten 
testing center in the Rogers Student Center is Krilon Marsh 
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2019 alum opens his own business to 
share his passion through clothing 


Story and Photos 
By Krilon Marsh 
Editor-in-Chief 


- ‘rom the back of his car to a permanent store at 

i. the Broadway Square Mall, TJC alumni Romereo 

Brown, Jr. has started his own clothing business, Weird 
& Different, from the ground up. 
Brown enrolled at TJC in 2016 and majored in 
business. After graduating, he had the idea of starting 
his own clothing business. 
Brown started his business degree journey at TJC, 
graduated in 2019 then set his plan into motion. At the 
start of Brown's academic journey, he said people tried 
to stifle him and told him he might want to choose 
something different. He persisted through the adversity. 
“It kind of put a self-doubt with me. But I'm happy I 
came to that self-doubt and did it myself,” Brown said. 
While criticism from others might have beena _ 
challenge to his drive and creativity, Brown persisted. 
“When I look in the mirror you have to see greatness 
in yourself before anyone else sees it. So, I have to look 
in the mirror and be like, 'Hey, you gonna be great. The 
world don't know it yet but you do. Show them,” Brown 
- said. | 
* While being an entrepreneur most are faced with 
more than just the business side of the world, they also 
may face the people they know not believing in them. 
~The year Brown moved back to Texas from Colorado 

-was when the inspiration for Weird & Different, 

his store; finally struck. Inspiration can come from 
anywhere — a speech, an ad, social media— but for 
Brown it came one day after school, when he went to his 
local mall and picked up and Levi's shirt and said, “$40 

_ fora shirt? Man, I can do that myself.” From then, Brown 


said “it just clicked.” Instead of making something 
artificial with no personality, he wanted to do somet} 
different. 

“I wanted to do something meaningful, 
powerful. So, something that connected 
brand,” Brown said he added he wants#pe 
pain because, “no matter who you arg, 
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He started his company in one of th har 
climates for all businesses — COVI D ; | 

"I started in February 2020. Everythit 
outta nowhere COVID hit me," Brown s: 
very tough because I did it all by myself an 
didn't come in till May.” 3 : 

Starting one's. own business means they.can start? 
kind of business whether it be real estate, marketing, 
podcast, YouTube, landscaping, construction — there 
is no limit to what one can do. Brown found his journey 
through clothing. 

“With clothing there is no limitation on creativity, The 
first thing people do is look at what someone is wearing. 
Clothing is self-expression,’ Brown said, From the 
beginning to now, Brown has gone a long way in the past 
four years of owning and operating his own business. 
He is locally famous and has obtained a wide following 
on social media including Instagram and TikTok, but he 
says he's still not where he wants to be. 

“We want to be inevery different country, every 
different state. We're going to be everywhere. We 
inspire productivity. So we will have an anti-bullying 
campaign in the schools though we want to do so 
much," Brown said, "We want to help churches, build 
houses, build schools. So it's cool to be in this moment. 
And I'm grateful. A lot of people in their lifetime won't 


nembering the 
© he is now. 

the drawbacks, the 

it he had to say to the 
eir own journey. ih 
ave a great family, but not everybody i 
is blessed with that. But you can make friends your } 4 
family. Be around people that treat you well. Be around Wee 
people that when you get successful, they don't want to 
lie to you. They'll be honest,” Brown said. “Everybody in 
my store my mom, my sisters, my brother, if I'm wrong, 
they will call me out on it. And I think sometimes people 
get egotistical and big headed and not willing to be 
humbled by somebody. So, I have everyone in my store | a 
correct me if I'm wrong. This is how I stay humble.” i 
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Picture... 


By Cashlin Dwyer 
Multimedia Journalist 


Not many college students can 
say they worked with Chile’s 
Cerro Tololo Inter-American 
Observatory over the summer, 
but former TJC student Lena 
Dietrich did just that through 
a Research Experience for 
Undergraduates program at Texas 
A&M Commerce. 

“This summer I participated in 
a REU program at Texas A&M 
Commerce University, where I 
participated in a study of white 
dwarf stars using a technique 
called white dwarf photometry, 
which is the study of the light 
emitted by a white dwarf star in 
order to determine if the light was 
varying,” Dietrich said. 

Dietrich is currently a physics 
major at the University of Texas 
Dallas but will be transferring to 
the University of Texas Arlington 
in the spring to finish her degree 
in electrical engineering. Before 
REUs and UT Dallas, Dietrich 
spent three semesters at Tyler 
Junior College as a physics major 
and TJC STEM Club member 
where she was president for a year. 

“A white dwarf is the end-of-life 
stage of a main sequence star. So, 
when you have a star that’s about 
the same mass as our Sun, it will 
burn all of its energy,” Dietrich 
said. “What you'll be left with is an 
orb about the size of planet Earth.” 

To study the white dwarf’s 
variance in light, Dietrich used a 
technique called multi aperture 
photometry. Photometry deals 
with measuring light visible 
to the human eye, and multi- 
aperture allows for photometry to 
be done on multiple subjects in 
an image, according to Rochester 
Institute of Technology. 

“I would typically have several 
days a week of observations, so 


I would be awake until maybe 
four or five in the morning. We 
would be sitting there staring at a 
screen taking pictures of the sky 
all night, and occasionally having 
to recalibrate the equipment,” 
Dietrich said. “We would take 
all of that data that we collected 
from the telescopes, and we would 
process it using several different 
pieces of software.” 

Dietrich used a program 
to implement data reduction 
that takes calibration images 
to identify any imperfections 
of the camera. When the 
imperfections are identified 
they are then corrected, 
resulting in uncorrupted science 
images. 

“And then we would use that 
program to do our multi-aperture 
photometry, so you would just 
select a couple of stars, including 
the target, choose our settings to 
get the data we wanted and then 
the program would automatically 
scan the image for photon counts, 
and would produce what’s called a 
light curve, which is basically just a 
plot of the relative flux, so basically 
how bright the star is throughout 
the night,” Dietrich said. 

REU programs are funded by 
the National Science Foundation 
and offered by several universities 
throughout the U.S. These 
opportunities are designed 
for students going into their 
junior or senior year of college 
enabling them to gain experience 
in preparation for graduate 
research andto strengthen their 
resume and graduate program 
applications. It also gives students 
the opportunities to network in 
their chosen field and access labs 
and equipment that their current 
school might not have. 

“In addition to the telescope 
that is owned by A&M Commerce 


University, we were able to 


A photo taken by Dietrich of Messier 16. 


White Dwarfs 


remotely access telescopes at the 
Kitt Peak National Observatory in 
Arizona, as well as a telescope at 
the Cerro Tololo Inter-American | 
Observatory in Chile,” Dietrich 
said. “We were also able to take 
a trip out to West Texas to the 
McDonald Observatory ... to use 
their Otto Von Struth telescope 
in order to make some of our 
observations, so I was able to 
physically operate that telescope.” 
Dietrich’s original college 
plans were interrupted when she 
was wait listed for UT Dallas, 
but guaranteed acceptance if a 
two-semester courseload was 
completed at a community college. 
“I applied here (TJC) kind of 
reluctantly and started coming 
here. And pretty much day one 
fell in love with it, to the point 
where I put off my plans (two 
semesters) and stayed here for 
another semester in order to 
try and finish out my associate 
degree," Dietrich said. “[STEM 
Club] was the greatest part of 
my time here at TJC. I absolutely 
adored it. It [STEM Club] gave me 
experiences that I never would 
have been able to have otherwise.” 
Dietrich urges students to find a 
REU program that interests them 
and apply to as many as possible. 
“Iam. currently waiting for next 
month where I will be presenting 
my research at a professional 
conference (Texas Meeting of the 
American Physics Society), and I 
am also awaiting the information 
for me to write out the data that I 
collected in order to be published 
in a peer reviewed journal," 
Dietrich said. "I would never 
trade what I did this summer for 
anything, both for the professional 
and personal reasons.” 


Photo by: Cashlin Dwyer 


“| applied here (TJC) 


kind of reluctantly = 


and started coming 
here. And pretty much 
day one fell in love 


with it... — 


- Lena Dietrich 


The data of 'GD 393,’ the star Dietrich worked on at AaM Commerce 
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By Al Davila 
Social media manager 
Multimedia Journalist 


In the back of the study room the light laughter of my friends 
and I bounces off the walls. We sit and joke in the library, 
circling the coffee table placed strategically beneath the AC. 
Temperatures this past week have been in the three digits at 
a consistent rate. Everyone is feeling the effects. The library 
however, provides us a sweet hideaway. We joke about our 
futures and where we'll be in Io years. In our minds, we are all 
millionaire rockstars, well-respected doctors or even teachers. I 
myself dream about four children, a dog and beachside house. 
In a lot of ways we still have a child-like sense of reality. There is 
however a dread looming over us, and the outside heat is only a 
reminder, . 

We understand the severity of our planet's health. Realistically 
what could our world look like in 10-20 years? NASA 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says the global 
temperature is expected to exceed three degrees in the next few 
decades. This change will have a dire effect on our planet. But 
what about the more personal effects of climate change? How 
does the knowledge of a global threat change the way we live 
our day-to-day lives? We hear it every day when we go online. It's 
hard not to be bombarded with stories of another wildfire or see 
the desolate ruins of a once-thriving rainforest. 

“Did you hear the Northern White Rhino is set for extinction?” 
“Yeah, actually I did hear that.” 

I would come to know this state of defeatism as “climate 
anxiety.” 
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Understanding the personal 
effects of Climate Change 


What is climate anxiety? 

Clinical Psychologist and Associate Professor at the Yale 
School of Public Health, Sarah Lowe, describes climate anxiety 
as “fundamental distress about Climate Change and its impacts 
on the landscape and human existence.” This is a trend that is 
gaining more attention as people worldwide are faced with the 
overwhelming threat of a warming planet. Climate anxiety is 
largely considered a rational response to the reality around you. 

But why are young people in particular so affected by it? 

While anyone can be affected by the dread of Climate Change, 
it is easy to understand why young people (categorized as 16- 

25) are at the center of the conversation. In a survey done by 
The Lancet Planetary Health on climate anxiety in children 
and young adults, 55.7% of participants claimed they feel that 
humanity is doomed. Many youths of America feel abandoned. 

While past generations will be able to live out their lives in 
contentment, Gen Z and forward will likely not get to old age 
without seeing major natural catastrophes completely transform 
the state of their planet. Specifically as college students, we are 
at a time where we plan for our futures. The awareness young 
people have on Climate Change can be crippling. 

Climate Change isn't going away. However, the way we deal 
with our anxieties can improve. Lowe advices you should not stay 
away from climate media altogether. It is important to maintain 
a healthy “media diet.” This is what Lowe says we can do. "Stay 
aware but put limits on your consumption, and j just be aware if 
you are doom scrolling." 


NASA July 2023 Global Temperature 


Chart provided by the NASA Earth Observatory 


The chart showcases temperature anomalies starting in 1880. According to NASA's Goddard Institution of Space 
Studies, Earth's global temperature has increased by 1.9 degrees Fahrenheit since 1880. 
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are an anonymous and 
pes availiable resource for 
anyone facing mental health 
struggies. 
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if you or a loved one is 


experiencing anxiety, or in need 


of any other mental heath 
service, 
call or text the Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline at “988” 


Or text “LA” to 741741 
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AT THE 


MOVIES 


ACROSS 


I. Mother Earth, to 
Ancient Greeks 

5. Barrel, unit 

8. Foot the bill 

II. Quiet time 

12. Nemo's forgetful 
friend 


13. Horace's poem 


15. One thing on a list 
16. Ophthamologist's 
check-up, e.g. 

17. Range of hills in 
England, pl. 

18. *Ticket booth (2. 
words) 

20. "Odyssey," e.g. 

21. Biased perspective 
22. Azog or Bolg in 
Tolkien's Moria 

23. *Siskel or Ebert 

26. To the degree 

30. Brick and mortar 
carrier 

31. Governing authority 
34. Key component ofa a 
loan 


35. Highly skilled 


37. Ein CE or BCE 
SOc oo ane 
note" 

39. End of the line 

4o. Like certain 
yellowish hair color | 
42. Compass bearing 
43. Ambled 

45. Warhol or Samberg, 
formally 

47. Churchill's. sign 
48. Anna Wintour's 


‘magazine 


50. "Heat of the 
Moment" band 

52. *Like some seats 
56. More slippery 

57. Initial bet in poker 
58. Popular dunking 
cookie » 

59. "Little _ fact" 

60. Simon and 
Gurfunkel, e.g. 

61. *Sentimental movie, 
or___-jerker 

62. Literary "even" 

63. *Shooting location 
64. ESPN award 


DOWN 


1. Not intellectually 
deep 

RS Ot 

3. Holly family 

4. *Kate Hudson's "____ 
Famous" (2000) 

5. Put someone ina 
bind (2 words) 

6. Modified leaf 

7. Tick-born disease 
8. Ralph Lauren's 
inspiration 


_g. Puts two and two 


together 

o. "Owner of a Lonely 
Heart" band 
12. Vandalize 
13. Pitchers 
14. *Tub contents 
19. Behave like a 
coquette 
22. Comes before first 
Mississippi 
23. Bracelet add-on. 
24. Barrel racing meet 
25. Think tank output, 


pl. 
26. *Widescreen 


cinematography 
abbreviation 

27. Dimmer, e.g. 

28. Do penance 

29. Re-establish 

32. Neuter 

33. Investment option 
acronym 

36. *Movie.ad 

38. Boredom 

40. *Upcharge for an 


online ticket purchase, 


e.g. 
41. Aerie baby 

44. Pine 

46. Indicate 

48. *Movie theater, e.g. 
49. Set of eight 

50. Teenager's breakout 
51. Land of Israel 

52. X-ray units 

53. Wraths 

54. Type of tide 

55. *Like a bloody 
horror movie 

56. Short of Isaac 
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Review: Barbie Made Me Cry 


By Marissa Krnavek 
Entertainment Editor 


Growing up, every little girl wanted a Barbie. Barbie was so 
glamorous with her pretty clothes, perfect hair, and of course, 
her dream house. I still remember the day I got my first Barbie. I 
remember being so happy to sit down and play with her. We even 
had a tradition where my dad would buy us a $5 Barbie every 
time we went to his house. 

Whenever the “Barbie” movie first came to theaters in July 
2023, I snagged a ticket as soon as I could. With its recent debut 
on Amazon Prime for $29.99 to buy or $24.99 to rent, Barbie 
lovers everywhere can either watch it for the first time or rewatch 
it in the comfort of their own homes. 3 

I won't go into too much detail about the movie because I don't 
want to spoil it for those who haven't watched ‘it, but I will give 
a little run down of the movie. In the movie, Barbie is living her 
best life until one fateful day. This day changes everything for 
Barbie. Her life is turned completely upside down. From there 
she travels from Barbie Land to the Real World. Eventually, she 
goes back to Barbie Land and realizes everything’s different. In an 
effort to try to fix it, she discovers who she is. 

Next, I want to talk about casting. In my opinion, Margot 
Robbie was perfect for Barbie. She played the character so well, 
and Robbie continued to play a great Barbie throughout her 
character arc. She added a certain flair to her character. Another 
actor I'd like to take note of is Ryan Gosling as Ken. Gosling 
_also did a great job with his character. I really enjoyed watching 
him be obsessed with Barbie and watching his character grow 
throughout the movie. The last actor is Will Ferrell who played 
the CEO of Mattel. Ferrell’s character was the perfect comedic 
relief, and he cracked me up throughout the whole movie. 

The last thing I want to talk about is how they executed the 
Barbies and Barbie Land. I think the Barbies were a little too 
realistic, but I did like how the set designers made everything 
plastic-like. It reminded me of what my old Barbie stuff looked 
like whenever I would play with it. 

All in all, I thought Barbie was a really good movie. In my 
opinion, it was a little overhyped, but it was still really good. I 


| By Garrison Nichols 
Multimedia Journalist 


“Starfield’s” new launch has recently hit the video game market 
on Xbox and PC, and people are picking it up. The recent release 
has come from the Bethesda Game Studios, the same people who 
made “Fallout: New Vegas’, “Skyrim’, “Fallout 4”, and the infamous, 
“Fallout 76”. Bethesda Game Studios has been hoping this release - 
will put the studio back to its previous triple-A status. So far, 
“Starfield” has seen some success on its PC release with its Steam 
revenue alone, climbing over $80 million in sales in its first week 
according to GameSensor.com 

I think there might be something to those numbers. The game 
plays very similar to previous Bethesda titles but brings in new 
features I really enjoy. It freshens up the game and it allows it to be 
more unique. For example, adding ship customization in the game 
gives people the ability to draw inspiration anywhere from Star: 
Wars to a school bus, or even something just barely functional. 

In addition, generally, the customization in Starfield is quite 
enjoyable. I like the menus you can access for customizing and 
they aren't too difficult to navigate. 

Another thing I really like about “Starfield" is the side 
missions. They shine in many different ways that fit just 
about all of the available backgrounds for any character you 
choose to create. Because of “Starfield’s” open world, you 
are bound to come across someone or some place that has 
fleshed out missions and objectives. While some missions you 
will find more fun than others, “Starfield” does a great job at 
_ encouraging exploration. 3 

Overall, the gameplay is pretty good. I am happy with the 
work Bethesda put into this project. However, some things are 
hard to miss and unfortunately, I would much rather have a 
polished game than some of the bugs that have crawled their 
way into Starfield. To some players this would be a serious 
issue and will break them out of their immersion. 

The first and biggest issue I have encountered is the long 
wait times. It is a huge break of immersion that I dislike. I 
know some other players also dislike it. The game makes 
you go through so many different menus in order to load 
up the different areas of the game. Any time you're going 
to or from planets, there is always a loading screen. This 
is typical Bethesda fashion, might I add, but in such a way 
that it is constant. | } 

The game isn’t as interesting as I would like it to be as far 
as the planet terrain goes. Some of the planets seem to be too 
desolate. Obviously, as I mentioned before, the side missions 
shine, but the other side of it is the landscapes. It might be too 
expansive for its own good. This leads me to my next point 
with all “Starfield’s” expansive world building, it needs menus 
and loading times since this of course is a Bethesda game. This 
could be another issue for most players. 
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Photo By Cashlin Dwyer 


The "Barbie" movie came out in July 2023. The original Mattel Barbie has been a top selling toy since 1959, when it first debuted. 


loved the message the producers were conveying, It reminded me 
that it’s OK to not be perfect all the time. It also reminded me it’s 
alright to be ordinary if that’s what you want to be. 


Honestly, if you're on the fence about watching “Barbie” I say to - 


just do it. I highly recommend it for your next movie night with 
friends, or if you want a calm movie night by yourself it’s perfect 
for that too. “Barbie” is a great feel-good movie that will make 
you laugh and cry. It was a real tear-jerker, at least in my case. 


What brings this game back is the mod support. Players will 
be able to have dedicated mods made by Bethesda or even fellow 
players to add changes or “modifications” to “Starfield” Official PC 
and Xbox mod support won't come out till sometime next year, but 
for PC users, like me, you're in luck. You will be able to mod to your 
heart's content. All in all, the community surrounding this game is 
what brings me back. 

“Starfield” is an RPG or a “role playing game,” not a combat 
simulator or massively multiplayer, so if you want a different 
experience, play a different game. Overall, I would have to give this 
game a solid 8.2 out of 10. While the game does well in certain areas 
as I have mentioned above, it struggles in more than one way as I 
also referenced. Ultimately, it stays above a score of 5, but below 10. 
It isn't a perfect game, it can be better, but I am looking forward to 
the best it can be. 
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Photo by Krilon Marsh 


TIC students Maleenzie Espinoza, Leilani Mercier, Miwa Yoshida are some of the students who attended Latin Night where they participated in a night music and dancing. 


Dance,Dance! 


The Hispanic Student Organization hosted its first Latin Night dance of 
the semester on Monday, Sept. 18, at the Rogers Student Center Apache 
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Photo by Juan Vicente 
HSO Adviser Juan Lesser greets members and guests of TJC as they enter into HSO's first Latin event on Sept. 
18. HSO is a student organization open to all students. 


Photo by Juan Vicente 
Gisele Martinez and Caleb Posada partner dancing at Latin Night. While 
on the dance floor, they influenced more members to get out their 
comfort zones and join. 


Photo by Juan Vicente 
As the DJ throws in a line dance, many more members and guests join 
the dance floor. , 


Photo by Juan Vicente 
Left: Miwa Yoshida, 
computer science major; 
Maleenzie Espinoza, visual 
communications major; 
Leilani Mercier, human 
performances major, 


dance away to the rhythms 
at Latin Nicht. 


September 22 - October 5, 2023 


TJC celebrated 97 years of higher education on Sept. 18. When 
TJC opened its doors in 1926, it had nine faculty members and 
93 students. Today, TJC serves more than 12,000 students per 
semester. 
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Top left: Cupcakes are handed out by the Center for Student 

Life and Involvement at the 2023 TJC Founders Day celebration 

on Sept. 18. TJC was founded on Sept. 17, 1926. Top right: Adam 
Williams, operations manager of the Apache Rec Center, laughs 
with visitors in the quad. Right: Timon Ovard, sophomore history 
major and executive secretary of the Student Senate, speaks with 


a reporter. 
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The DrumBeat is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press and the College Media Association, 2023 


FIRST COPY FREE 


Additional copies may be purchased for 50 cents 
each by contacting the TJC journalism office. News- 
paper theft is a crime. Those who violate the single 
copy rule may be subject'to civil and criminal perse- 
cution and/or subject to university discipline. 


ADVERTISING 


The DrumBeat accepts advertising at the rate 

of $5 per column-inch. To request a copy of The 
DrumBeat's advertising card with submission 
guidelines, policies and deadlines call 903-510-2335. 


CORRECTIONS POLICY 


The DrumBeat strives to provide accurate infor- 
mation and welcomes comments, suggestions, and/ 
or complaints about errors that warrant correction. 
Messages about news coverage can be emailed to 
news@thedrumbeat.com. Letters to the editor may 
be emailed to news@thedrumbeat.com, delivered to 
Jenkins 1114B. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The DrumBeat invites its readers to share views by 
writing letters to the editor. All contributions will be 
edited for grammar, spelling, length (300 words max- 
imum), profanity and personal attacks. All letters must 
include the author's name, address telephone number, 


and academic classification. Editors reserve the 
right to deny publication of any letter. Letters 
should be emailed to: news@thedrumbeat.com 
or brought to Jenkins 1114B. 


© The DrumBeat 2023 


All rights reserved. The DrumBeat, the student 
newspaper of Tyler Junior College, is published by 
journalism students biweekly during the fall and 
spring terms except during holidays and final exams. 
The DrumBeat is a student publication and the / 
opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the administration, faculty, staff, or the adviser. 
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Founders 


Left: Anthony 
Orduna, 
sophomore music 
major, enjoys a 
free drink and 
souvenir cup at 
the Founders Day 
celebration. Right: 
TJC President 

Dr. Juan Mejia 
talks to Damian 
Prone, a freshman 
communications 
major. 
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